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To all whom it ﬂ:ag/ concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiaAM H., STAFFORD,
of Woonsocket, in the eounty of Providence
and State of Rhode Island, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in the Methods
of Putting up Braid, Tape, or other Narrow
Fabrics; and 1 hereby declare that the fol-
lowing isa full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, forming part of this specifi-
cation.

The object of this invention is to put up
braids, tape, or other similar fabries in rolls,
and protect the same against dust and injury.

The invention consists in the peculiar ar-
rangement of a box, similar in ifs arrange-
ment and construction to the eases which
have for a long time been used for containing
tape which has to be wound and rewound,
and which is usually marked into units of
length to be used in measuring, and known as
* tape-lines,” by so arranging the case or box
that one side can be readily removed, and the
tape, braid, or.similar fabrie can be examined,
all of which will'be more fully set forth Liere-
inafter.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a circular

. box or case made in two parts, and arranged
to contain tape, braid, or other narrow fabrie,
50 that the same can be readily unwound and
rewound and the whole protected. Fig. 2 is

- a sectional view of the same, showing the cen-

tral roll, on which the tape or other fabric is
wound, and a ring and staple by which the
roll is secured to one side of the box, and by
which the same can be readily turned, and
any tape or other fabric that has been with-
drawn in excess of the quantity required may
be rewound on the roll. Tig. 3 is a view of
central roll provided with a single stamped-
out strip of thin metal, one end of which is
driven into the core and the other end lies
flat against the side. Fig. 4 is a sectional
view of the improved box or case, showing
the strip of metal driven into the central core,
by which the core is secured to one of the sides
of the box, extending along the side until it
is required for rewinding, when the end may
be turned up, as shown in broken lines, so as
to form a crank.:

In the drawings, & is an open Doz, consist-

ing of a circular disk made of paper or paste-
board, surrounded by a rim of a width praecti-
cally the width of the tape, braid, or other nar-
row fabric. b is another open box, consisting
of ‘a circular disk and rim, slightly larger than
the box a, so that it will pass over the sawe,
as shown in the drawings. Intoeach of these
open boxes the slit ¢is eut, throagh wh'ch the
narrow fabric d is passed, the coil of the fabric
d being contained within the box when the
two parts are placed one over the other, as
shown. The narrow fabric is wound in coils
on-the roll e, and this roll is journaled or piv-
oted in the center of the box «, being secured
by a simple device by which it can be easily
turned. One of these devicesisshown in Figs.
1 and 2, and consists of a screw or staple, f,
and the ring g. Another device is shown in
Figs. 3 and 4, and consists of a simple metal
strip, k, stamped in any desired form, but pref-
erably with two tapering. ends, one of which
is driven into the central spool and the other
lies flat against the side of the case or box.
Being made of light metal, it may be readily
turned up at the end, as shown in broken lines,
so as to form a crank, and by it the roll e is
readily turned, and any excess of tape un-
wound can be quickly rewound.

As all the tape is contained in the box, the
sameis moreeffectually protected against dust,
light, or accidental injury; and tape, braid, or
other narrow fabricg may be put up in such
boxes. They may be readily unwound and re-
wound, and thus form’a superior and more
desirable article of sale than when put up in
theusnal manner; and largerollsof dress-bind-
ing, or other fabrics requiring considerable di-
ameter when wound, are more securely held
and protected if put up in these improved
boxes.

I am aware that cylindrical boxes or cases
have long been used for containing tape-lines,
and also that such cases were provided with
a slit from which the tape-line could be with-
drawn, and a device by which they could be
rewound. ’

T am also aware that such tape-lines were
provided with a central core and a guide
which controlled the free end of the tape coiled
around said core and guided the tape in re-
winding; thatitafforded side supports,and, by
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reason of its rigidity, served asa holder, where-
‘by the tape-package could be securely held with-
out interfering with the rotation of the coil,
But my invention differs materially from such
tape-line cases, in that it is made of two sepa-
rate boxes, which can be quickly and readily
opened, and the gquantity as well as quality of
the tape or braid ascertained. It also differs
in that, both the rims being provided with a
slit, the tension on the tape or other fabric
can be readily regulated by turning one slit
slightly over the other, and also in that the
tape can be wound on the central core, and be
readily and quickly placed within one of the
two open boxeés and secured by the devices
shown.

The improved case is cheaply made out of
paper or similar material, and does not ma-
terially increase the price of the fabric con-
tained therein, while narrow fabric put up in
this method is more desirable to the consumer.

Any device used to turn the central core
should be arranged to lie flat against the side
of the box, so as to allow the boxes to be
packed close together, or one to lie on the

other, and also to prevent injury to other
boxes or cases.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. The combination, with a box formed of
two readily-detachable sections, and provided
with a slit or slits in its periphery, of a core
and a device centrally attached thereto, which
extends through one section of the box, and
constitutes a journal and a handle for wind-
ing braid upon the core within the box, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with the twoopen boxes
a and b, provided with the slits ¢, of the cen-
tral core, ¢, secured to one pf the two boxes
only, provided with a device by which it can
be turned, and the coil d, arranged to operate
as described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
band.

WM. H. STAFFORD.

Witnesses:
JOSEPH A. MILLER,
J. A. MILLER, Jr.




